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How far the Insurgent generals were unprepared can
be gauged by what happened at Las Palmas, Seville,
Madrid, Malaga, and Barcelona.

I am not in General Franco's confidence, and do not
pretend to know what was in his mind when an aeroplane
arrived for him at Las Palmas, sent by Spaniards in
England, but I have met some of these Spaniards, and
know that they were working under conditions of des-
perate haste and great uncertainty. It would be fair to
describe them as bewildered by the chaos descending on
Spain, and determined to save their country from Com-
munism, but uncertain to whom to turn. My impression
Is that General Franco did not throw In his lot with them
until Seiior Casares Quiroga, the then Prime Minister,
ignored his warning letter of June 23rd, 1936. It is
possible that Franco had discussed a pronunciamento with
General Sanjurjo, the potential leader of the revolt, who
had visited Germany in February, 1936, and had sent
emissaries to Rome. Indeed, it is likely, but I believe that
Franco held his hand until he saw that nothing but a
military insurrection could save Spain.

From the course of events it is clear that the Generals
concerned hoped to be able to establish an orderly
Government, on Primo de Rivera's model, without serious
violence. The extent of foreign intervention on the part
of Russia, who had organized Communist cells in all the
big towns,* took them by surprise.

The Englishman who was charged by the above-men-
tioned Spaniards with delivering an aeroplane in the
Canary Islands was told that he must consign it only to

* "Friends of the Soviet Union" and "International Red
Help " had branches at Vigo, Corunna, Oviedo, Leon, Santander,
Bilbao, San Sebastian, Legrono, Saragossa, Valladolid, Segovia,
Madrid, Toledo, Cordova, Jaen, Seville, Cadiz, Malaga, Almeria,
Cartagena, Murchia, Elche, Alicante, Valencia, Ibiza, and Barce-
lona.